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Ministry’s carbon modelling methodologies not transparent  

VICTORIA – The Ministry of Forests did not use defined methodologies to calculate consistent and 
transparent forest carbon projections to inform its forest management decisions, the Office of the 
Auditor General concluded in an audit report to the Legislative Assembly. 

Forest management practices can support climate change mitigation by increasing carbon 
captured and stored by forests and by reducing forestry emissions.   

The Ministry of Forests produces carbon projections to understand how some of its forest 
management decisions will impact the amount of carbon the province’s forests will store and 
release into the atmosphere.  

Forest carbon modelling is a complex analysis that is used to estimate how activities such as tree 
planting or harvesting may affect the carbon balance.  

“A defined methodology for carbon modelling that outlines what is being measured and how those 
measurements are being done is critical to ensuring forest carbon projections can be reviewed and 
replicated,” Acting Auditor General Sheila Dodds said. “This is essential to the quality of the 
measurement and builds confidence in the projections”. 

The audit focused on whether the ministry had defined methodologies for calculating carbon 
projections in three areas: forest investments, allowable annual cut determinations, and forest 
landscape planning.  

It found that the ministry was not using a defined methodology to calculate the carbon impact of its 
forest investment initiatives such as reforestation and fertilization. In addition, the ministry’s 
methodology for calculating carbon projections to inform allowable annual cut determinations was 
not specific enough to allow review or replication.  

“We were encouraged to see that, near the end of 2024, the ministry finalized guidance for 
calculating consistent and transparent carbon projections to inform its new forest landscape 
plans,” Dodds said. 

The ministry accepted the audit’s two recommendations for using defined and approved 
methodologies to calculate forest carbon projections. 

Related links  
Report: https://www.oag.bc.ca/ministry-of-forests-calculating-carbon-projections/  
Audit at a glance: https://www.oag.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/963/2025/02/OAGBC-202503-
forestcarbon-final-AAG.pdf 
Acting Auditor general’s summary (video): https://youtu.be/lUj5lpguVOc  
 

https://www.oag.bc.ca/ministry-of-forests-calculating-carbon-projections/
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https://www.oag.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/963/2025/02/OAGBC-202503-forestcarbon-final-AAG.pdf
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For general questions and interview requests 
Nicholas Johnson, Communications Director 
Office of the Auditor General 
njohnson@bcauditor.com  
250-419-6117 

Photos  
High-resolution images of Acting Auditor General Sheila Dodds:  
https://www.oag.bc.ca/sheila-dodds 
 
Email alerts  
Subscribe to email notifications about reports from the Office of the Auditor General: 
https://e1.envoke.com/ext/pages/9409e28a687e1d46b8f5a733370dd7fd 

About the Office of the Auditor General of B.C. 
Find us online at: https://www.oag.bc.ca 
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